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From the experience of the Great Hanshin Earthquake, 
the Earthquake Disaster Prevention Special Measures Act 
was enforced in July 1995 with the objective of protect
ing the life, limb, and property of the people of Japan from 
large-scale earthquake disasters that could strike at any 

time and in any place. 
By virtue of this, prefectural governors are now able to 

draw up !&year plan for emergency earthquake disaster 
prevention projects in areas where the occurrence of 
major damage from earthquakes is anticipated, after over-
all consideration of social conditions such as concentra
tions of population or industry and natural conditions such 
as topography. 

S-year plan for emergency earthquake disaster preven
tion projects is !&year plan with respect to facilities that 
should be arranged urgently in view of earthquake dis
aster prevention, such as evacuation sites, evacuation 
routes, fire-fighting facilities, and regional disaster preven
tion centers. They can be drawn up to start in any year 
from fiscal 1996 onwards. 

Meanwhile, of the projects implemented in accordance 
with such plans, special fiscal measures have been set up 
on the basis of the Earthquake Disaster Prevention Spe
cial Measures Act in particular for several projects that 
are aimed at enhancing emergency disaster countermeas
ures, early stabilization of the lives of disaster victims, and 
measures for persons vulnerable to disasters. 

Projects included in Ei-year plan for emergency earthquake
il!J~ffi%R~~%~~~~~lz~~bl~ disaster prevention projects 
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1 Evacuation sites 
2 Evacuation routes 
3 Fire-fighting facilities 
4 Roads for fire-fighting activities 
5 Emergency transportation roads, traffic control facili

ties, heliports, dock facilities, fishing harbor facilities 
6 Common utility channels etc. 
7 Improvement/reinforcement of medical institutions 
8 Improvement/reinforcement of social welfare facilities 
9 Improvement/reinforcement of public elementary and 

junior high schools 
10 Improvement/reinforcement of public schools for 

blind, deaf, or handicapped children 
11 Reinforcement of other public buildings 
12 Tidal wave prevention facilities 
13 Erosion control equipment, forest protection facilities, 

landslide prevention facilities, slope collapse preven
tion facilities, and reservoirs, if these are in areaswhere 
housing is closely concentrated 

14 Regional disaster prevention center facilities 
15 Disaster prevention administrative radio equipment 

etc. 
16 Alternative facilities for assuring drinking water and 

electric power in the event of a disaster 
17 Stockpiling warehouses 
18 Relief equipment etc. 
19 Earthquake disaster prevention countermeasures for 

urban areasthat feature a concentration of old housing 
20 Other facilities etc. that should be arranged urgently 

in view of earthquake disaster prevention 
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